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Last night | watched American Idol. | watched as many contestants were eliminated. Some cried. Some were
angry. Some talked about how this failure would not take their dream away, yet many responded indicating that
this rejection was, in fact, the death of their dreams. They were angry at the judges for not seeing the talent within
them and for denying them the dream of their hearts.
| felt reflective as | watched. | wondered, “Can someone else kill your dreams?”

I've certainly experienced times when people misunderstood my dreams, shamed me for dreaming, called my
dreams impossible or foolish. | imagine we have all experienced that.

And how have we responded?

....in anger?

...in disappointment?

...in resolve to never give up?

...in retreat by learning to hide that dream somewhere deep within us?

...in fear?

...in rejection?

Oh, there are many ways we respond to the dream killers. They are probably people who themselves have
allowed their dreams to shrivel up and die. Therefore, they respond in anger or frustration or manipulation when
they see a dream living in someone else — especially if that dream has a semblance of their own dream.

People in the church are typically more likely to be dream killers than those outside the church walls. Sadly, I've
found it true so many times. They respond to our dreams with cautions and boundaries. Yet many times the
outside world understands dreaming better than the church world.

It should not be that way!

Of course, we all need someone to speak wisdom into our lives and give us direction. That is not what I'm
talking about. I'm talking about the dream Killers.

| remember the first time | knew God has revealed part of His purposes for my life. As | shared a little of that
dream — just enough to test the ground to find if it was safe — and Christians threw water on my dream. They
said it was too hard. They said that it was not good for my family.

Another time a church leader actually said in response to my excitement, “You'll get over that.”

And indeed, | felt that I'd just been dumped with water.

You know, sometimes when someone shares a part of their heart with us by sharing a dream, it can touch
on places within us that have been hurt. When that happens, it is difficult for us to respond in encouragement.

The ability to “dream” is part of God’s image within us. Truthfully, it may be tainted at times by our own selfish
desires, and we can manipulate it in so many ways. But it is part of the design of God.

| think of the scripture that says, “Hope deferred makes the heart sick” and “Delight yourself in the Lord, and He
will give you the desires of your heart.” Sounds like God knows about our heart’s desires, doesn'’t it?

From my experience, this is the way it goes.



God places a dream inside your heart. You don’t understand it fully but it is BIG! (God’'s dreams have to be
bigger than human dreams, don’t you think?)

Everything, and | mean everything and almost everyone, will try to kill your dream. (Most of the time, they don’t
even realize what they are doing out of their own wounded places.)

God Himself tests your dream.

When it is almost just a faint memory within your heart, the wind of God will gently begin to blow on it again. And
we have to decide. Do we really want to let that dream live again? What if someone moves to kill it again? Can
we stand the pain again?

When my husband and | left our church last year, | thought every dream that God had given me had died.
D-I-E-D- died. Forever. One of the most painful parts was that | had just been willing to let those dreams really
live for the first time. | remember feeling that | had just understood my destiny for the first time. | understood what
it was like to walk fully in God’s purposes. Then my dreams splattered against the wall...shattered, and lay at my

feet ... mocking me.

Saying as it were, “You were a fool to believe you understood what God had for your life. You stepped out in
faith, and your faith was not enough. Your dreams were tied to a church, a platform, another person,... and so now
they are DEAD! Fool!

God allowed it. He even purposed the testing of my dreams.

Can | prove that? Well, | think so. God gave Joseph a dream — huge one — and then for 20 years “The Word
(that he had been given) of the Lord tested Joseph.” That dream was crushed so many times it was almost
unrecognizable. And that was God'’s purpose.

To kill everything within Joseph that could not be trusted with the dream, but it was never God’s purpose to Kill
the dream itself. Can you imagine the endless nights in the pit and in the prison and in a foreign land away from
all his family and his traditional religious structures as Joseph questioned the validity of his dreams? Maybe he
even argued with God about it. Perhaps he was angry with God. For if God had not given him this dream, then,
logic says, there would have been nothing to share with his brothers and he would never have wound up in the
pit, sold into slavery, thrown into prison, and well, you get it...

Maybe part of Christian maturity is to finally admit we just don’t “get” God or His ways. Oh, we love to say that
His ways are beyond our ways, but we sure don't like it when we are required to live in the valleys, in the
darkness of our souls, in the desolate places. Yet how many times in the Word do we see God purposely putting
people in valleys, dark places, desolate situations? It doesn’t make for a pretty theology, does it?

Sometimes we say and it is even reflected in our teaching and in our worship songs, that we will “never let go” of
God. Well, | think there have been times when | have let go because | didn’t have enough strength to hold on, but
HE HAS NEVER LET GO. And therein is peace...

He never lets go. Through the death of my dreams. Now | find | must learn to trust again. Oh, | have been
trusting, don’t mistake me, but | find the level required keeps growing.

| sat this morning and looked at an invitation to speak at a women'’s conference. It hurt. Whereas before | would
have jumped at it, | now winced. “God, do you want me to do this?’ The conference is about women of
influence. It is about encouraging women to arise and shine and be empowered by God'’s Spirit. It requires
another level of trust for me. “God, if | do this, will it require more testing of my heart? More purification?”

My husband told me this week that a particular situation | was going through was in order for God to bring
healing to that part of my heart (he was half-joking and halfway serious). | replied, “Forget it. I've had enough
healing for one year! God needs to give me a break and work on someone else!”



Ever felt that way? But | know that “the One who has begun a good work in me will continue to complete it until
the day of Christ Jesus”. So, | don't have the option to un-enlist. | will be transformed into His image one day and
in the meantime, the death of my dreams and the resurrection of my dreams are part of the transformation.

It's kinda good that we don’t understand all that on the front end, isn’t it? | know | would have run away. But God
leads us into the valley and then He allures us — that is what the Word says - He allures us to Himself. The
endless romance of giving our hearts and then taking a little back, and then He woos us again, and then cycle
continues.

Truthfully, the only way someone else can kill your dreams, if they be from God, is if you allow it. Oh, it will be
painful to pursue those dreams. God will lead you through situations designed to kill everything but the dream. But
the power of resurrection show itself in the living of the dream again. And resurrection is a hope which cannot die.

You can also find this article published on Can Someone Else Kill Your Dream?, and on the tag pages Dreams
, Joseph, resurrection.
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