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Seize the Day!
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A few years ago the movie "Dead Poets Society" resurrected a Latin
phrase, Carpe Diem, or Seize the Day, an exhortation to live life to the fullest, getting the most out of each
individual day.

| thought of that phrase this morning as | read Ecclesiastes 9. Ecclesiastes is not on the top of my reading list, but
| found myself there today. Throughout the book, Solomon struggles with issues like the vanity and futility of life.
Not exactly the book you turn to in order to be encouraged. Yet that is what | found in this passage!

Solomon’s journey had taken him through seasons of pursuing God wholeheartedly to times of seeking his own
paths. His wrong choices left him empty, broken, and dis.heart.ened. He had lost heart.

Solomon had great wisdom, wealth, and every whim of his heart was his, yet his long season of pursuing selfish
desires had left him disillusioned. We believe he wrote Ecclesiastes toward the end of his life. He reflected on his
life and on life in general and shared what he had learned.

“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity. What profit has a man from all his labor in which he toils under the sun?” ... “I
communed with my heart, saying, ‘Look, | have attained greatness, and have gained more wisdom than all who
were before me in Jerusalem. My heart has understood great wisdom and knowledge. And | set my heart to
know wisdom and to know madness and folly. | perceived that this also is grasping for the wind.” (Ecclesiastes
1:2, 16-17).

Wow, that will stoke your fire, huh?

Chapter nine continues with Solomon’s exploration of how both good and bad come to all, “To him who
sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As is the good, so is the sinner,” (vs. 3). And just when you think you
want to close the book before you are overcome with discouragement, he offers these truths:

“Go eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart: For God has already accepted your works.
Let your garments always be white, and let your head lack no oil. Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the



days of your vain life...Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or
knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going,” (cheerful, huh?) [verses 7-10].

And yet, there is a simple wisdom for us.

. Enjoy the day. We don’t know what will come tomorrow. (Click post title to read entire post)
. Be thankful for what you have. Enjoy it.

. Know you are accepted by God.

. Live in purity.

. Pursue the fullness of God.

. Find joy in your relationships.

. Whatever you do, do it with everything within you!

. Life is short. Make it count. Seize the day!!

O~NO OIS, WNPEP

| love the fact that God doesn’t sugar-coat His Word. He allows us to see the humanness of His servants. The
highs, the lows. The victories. The failures. The times when they soar on eagle’s wings and the times when they
fall in the pit. We can learn from others' experiences.

And God whispers to us in every season that He is with us. We can find Him in good days and in bad days. And
with Him, we can seize the day and find reason to rejoice, to enjoy, to live life fully, moment by moment, day by
day.

Will you seize your day today?

You can also find this article published on Seize the Day!, and on the tag pages "Dead Poets Society", carpe diem
, Ecclesiastes 1, Ecclesiastes 9, fullness, Joy, purity, rejoice, seize the day, Solomon.
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